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Statue of the Sacred Heart with Vigil Lights 


We have had wonderful success in the marketing of a Statue of the 
Sacred Heart with a receptacle at the base to take a Vigil Light Glass. 
We are, therefore, offering the following combination to Catholic 
families: One Statue, 13 inches high; one Ruby Glass; and one 
dozen 15-hr. Vigil Lights. This will be sent postpaid within a 
distance of three zones on receipt of $3.00. 


Will & Baumer Candle Co., Inc. 


405-Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves,flowers and herbs, all 
gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev. Father Kuenzle 
of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in official 
use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin diseases, 
abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect especially 
on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev.:Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the 
Holy Father as an herbalist. Prict $2.50 per box: 


Address: LAPIDAR Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California i 
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H. STRUCKHOFF 
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Tickets at lowest rates to and from any port in Europe 
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On Bellefontaine car line south Passengers rendered every assistance 
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Premiums for NEW Subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


Choose One Premium 
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For One New A highly blest small cocoa rosary and a gilt Jubilee 
Subscription Medal of St. Benedict. The magnificent picture of 
His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, size 16 x 22. 

A beautiful picture of the Holy Christ of Limpias, size 16 x 21 or 16 x 25. 
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For Two New The “Golden Book,” a complete prayer-book dedicated 
Subscriptions to the Heavenly Mother and containing the treatise of 
Blessed de Montfort on “True Devotion to Mary,” red 
edges, cloth binding, 448 pages. A beautiful picture, “Death of St. Joseph,” 
size 15 x 22. ‘ 
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For Three New “The Blessed Virgin Library” - A veritable Treasure 


Subscriptions House of precious jewels - Eight most charming and 
inspiring booklets in honor of Our Lady. “The Last 
Supper,”. size 19 x 32; the original is considered the greatest masterpiece of 








Christian Art; this picture should be in every home. 
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For Four New “The Golden Book,” leather binding, red edges; a 


Subscriptions complete prayer-book, containing the treatise of BI. 
de Montfort on “True Devotion to Mary.” 
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For Six New A highly blest Jubilee medal of St. Benedict, heavily 
Subscriptions gold plated, on chain or on a bar. A fine gold chain 

rosary, warranted 10 years. 

a a 
For Ten New An artistic oval bead, gold chain rosary, warranted 
Subscriptions 10 years. 

CDBODO 


Dear reader, try to secure for yourself one or more of these beautiful pre- 
miums by gaining new subscriptions to “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” You will 
feel well repaid for your efforts, and in addition you perform a God-pleasing work 
which He will once generously reward in eternity. 











Feast of the Visitation, July, 2d. 

“‘And Mary rising up... went unto the hill country with 
haste, and she entered into the house of Zachary, and saluted 
Elizabeth. And it came to pass that when Elizabeth heard the 
salutation of Mary... Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: 
And she cried out with a loud voice and said: Blessed art thou 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. And 
whence is this to me that the Mother of my Lord should come 
to me?’ (Luke i. 39-43.) 
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The Most Blessed Sacrament the Joy and Delight 
of All Youths Who Desire to Become Priests 
According to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 





™ PRIEST of exceptional sanctity, who lived in 
m 6the seventeenth century, was the Rey. Father 
Condren, General of the house of the Oratorians 
founded in France by Cardinal Berulle. St. 
Vincent de Paul who was his contemporary, 
often expressed himself about this saintly priest 
in terms that seem well-nigh incredible. St. Frances de Chantal, 
after having had an interview with him, said, “If God gave to 
the Church a Francis de Sales to instruct men, it seems to 
me that He qualified Father Condren to instruct angels.” An- 
other servant of God, a man of great intellect said, “God 
qualified him to form saints and to lead them to. the highest 
degree of sanctity.” 

After his death, Father Condren appeared to a very pious 
apostolic man, whom he delivered of great interior sufferings, 
and to whom he imparted heavenly counsels. He was robed 
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in priestly garments and surrounded by a bright light. When 
about to vanish, the celestial apparition was heard to exclaim, 
Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, his eyes at the same time being 
raised heavenward and his countenance radiant with happiness. 

Father Condren had been chosen by God to be the spirit- 
ual director of a priest who was destined to restore the priest- 
hood in France. This priest was the Rev. Father Olier, founder 
of the seminary of St. Sulpice. Olier said of him: “Jesus 
Christ, who lived in Father Condren, endowed him with strength 
to renew the primitive purity and piety of the Church. I was 
given to him by the Lord as the apostles were given to the 
Son of God by the Heavenly Father. This good priest assured 
me that I would be one of his heirs, not an heir of his perish- 
able goods, but of his spirit and his graces.” 

Under his direction, Olier became a priest of the Blessed 
Sacrament, not only for himself but for numberless other 
priests who inherited his spirit.. Bossuet says of Olier, “He 
was called by God to fill all the clergy of France with the 
sweet odor of his sanctity.” Olier had been destined to renew 
the priesthood in all France, and it was his most ardent desire 
to form priests of the Blessed Sacrament. He writes: “My 
deceased director, Father Condren, this eminent, heavenly 
teacher, this man of deep, interior life, this true image of Jesus 
Christ, often told me that I must have great devotion to the 
Blessed Sacrament. This is my most ardent desire,” he con- 
tinues, “this should be the occupation of all priests. I re- 
member that, inspired by the Holy Ghost, I once said to M. D. 
Joix, ‘Help me to form priests of the Blessed Sacrament, that 
is, priests who have and bear within themselves the devotion 
which is due to this Sacred Mystery.’” 

Divine Providence is now sending this little article to 
those youths who wish to become priests, that they may become 
inflamed with love for the Holy Eucharist, and that in their 
hearts may be implanted a desire to become priests of the 
Blessed Sacrament. 








Priests of the Most Blessed Sacrament are the 
Delight of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 


No human tongue is capable to express how dear to the 
Sacred Heart are those priests who have great devotion to the 
Blessed Sacrament. They: fulfil His greatest desire which He 
once expressed to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, saying, “I have 
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a burning thirst to be known and loved by men in this Sac- 
rament.” 

Father Olier, the priest of the Blessed Sacrament, says: 
“Jesus Christ planted this devotion in His Church from the 
very beginning. He concealed Himself in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment in order to continue His mission to the end of the world. 
The Blessed Sacrament is the fountain of Divine life, the 
immeasurable vessel, the fathomless ocean through whose ful- 
ness we all become sanctified. Through this Holy Sacrament 
He desires to animate His priests with His spirit, with His 
grace, and through them to convert souls. It is, therefore, my 
most ardent desire to see priests penetrated with a tender, 
fervent devotion towards the Blessed Sacrament. The priest 
who does not weary praying before the Tabernacle for his 
flock, will sooner or later obtain the conversion of souls.” 

A priest who not only daily offers up the Sacrifice of the 
Mass with fervent devotion, but whose heaven on earth is to 
be before the Tabernacle, and who hastens thither as often 
as he can, especially in the quiet hours of the evening to pay 
a last visit to the eternal High Priest in the Tabernacle, — 
such a priest will infallibly enter into the sentiments of the 
Sacred Heart, and will participate in the love and power of 
Jesus Christ, in order to enlighten and convert souls. 

St. John Vianney, the Cure of Ars, is a striking example 
of this. To what a deplorable condition had not his parish 
sunk before he first took charge of it. But daily he knelt for 
hours before the Tabernacle and prayed for his people, and 
lo! the parish was transformed into a holy one. Such priests 
are the salvation of the world and the Church. Pius X of 
blessed memory, always kept a beautiful statue of the Cure 
of Ars on his writing desk. 

As the first devotion in the Church was devotion to the 
Blessed Sacrament, so it will likewise be the devotion for these 
later times when the faithful again receive Holy Communion 
daily. At one of his last visits to Father Olier, shortly before 
his death, Father Condren conversed with him on a favorite 
topic of his devotion, namely, the angel of the Apocalypse, 
who is to come towards the end of time, to cast on the 
earth the fire from his censer (the fire of love for the Most 
Blessed Sacrament), which he had taken from the altar before 
the throne of God. In speaking of this passage he took oc- 
casion once more earnestly to impress Father Olier with the 
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importance of the fact, that devotion to the Blessed Sacrament 
must be the great and special practice of priests, and that 
in later times much will depend on spreading this devotion 
among the faithful. 

Privileged youths, and all you whom God has called to 
the dignity of the priesthood, ah, become priests of the Blessed 
Sacrament, strive to attain a great love and devotion for this 
Holy Sacrament. Do not deceive yourselves and think that 
the interior life is not necessary for you until you enter the 
seminary. It is a fatal mistake for young men aspiring to the 
priesthood, to think that during the years preceding their 
theological studies, they may enjoy the world with its pleasures 
to the very limit. Nothing is more pernicious to the priesthood. 
With such false ideas, many kill the root of an interior, holy 
life, which in reality is absolutely necessary for the priest if 
he wishes to save himself and others. 


Great Glory Awaits Priests of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament 


The glory which awaits priests,aglow with love for the Blessed 
Sacrament, was revealed to the venerable Mary of Agreda by 
the Blessed Virgin, who spoke thus: “If the faithful would 
see priests approach the Sacred Mysteries with reverence and 
holy awe, they would realize that they should treat and receive 
their God in the Blessed Sacrament in the same manner. And 
those who do this, will in heaven be radiant as the sun among 
the stars. From my Divine Son’s transfigured Humanity a 
special lustre of glory will be shed upon those who treat and 
receive Him with reverence, which will not be given to those 
who do not receive Him with such devotion. Moreover, their 
transfigured bodies shall bear most beautiful and resplendent 
signs and symbols on their bosoms as a testimony that they 
were worthy tabernacles of the Blessed Sacrament, when they 
received It into their hearts. This will afford them a sublime 
and supersubstantial joy, it will incite the angels to sing hymns 
of jubilation and fill all with wonder and admiration. 

“But they will also receive another supersubstantial re- 
ward, namely, a special understanding of the way and manner 
in which my Divine Son is present in the Eucharist, as well 
as all the wonders which are comprised therein. Their joy 
on this account will be so great, that this alone would make 
them eternally happy, even if there were no other bliss -for 
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them in heaven. The essential glory, however, of those who 
have received the Holy Eucharist with becoming devotion and 
purity, will be equal to, and even surpass the glory of many 
martyrs, to whom it had not been vouchsafed to receive the 
Blessed Sacrament.” 

It was revealed to St. Gertrude, that every time a person 
gazes devoutly at the Sacred Host, he obtains an increase of 
happiness for heaven. Who has more opportunities to merit 
this than priests? But, what special reward must await priests 
who lead souls to the Blessed Sacrament! In the life of St. 
Margaret of Cortona we read that the Lord told her, he would 
abundantly reward her confessor because he had advised her 
to receive Holy Communion frequently. In the biography of 
the venerable Father A. Torres, mention is made that soon 
after his death, he appeared ina state of glory, and informed 
a certain person that God had increased his glory because he 
had permitted frequent Communion to his penitents. Priests 
of the Most Blessed Sacrament increase the delight of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. Oh, what reward will be theirs! 


Brilliant Talents Not Necessary 


There are more vocations to the priesthood than people 
generally imagine. Many are of the opinion that only such 
who are gifted with brilliant talents may study for the priest- 
hood; and yet experience teaches that often priests who are 
less gifted perform the best service in the Lord’s vineyard, if 
the two conditions, purity of morals and love for the Blessed 
Sacrament are not wanting. 

If a young man has the intention to study for the priest- 
hood, it is of great importance that he choose an institution 
in which zeal and diligence go hand in hand with true piety. 
Many a young man has lost his vocation because during his 
collegiate studies piety was not sufficiently nourished. 


No Better Place for Your Son 


Conception College at Conception, Missouri, under the 
direction of the Benedictine Fathers, is to be highly recom- 
mended to all Catholic parents who desire to give their sons 
a classical education. This College is especially commendable 
for students who intend to become priests. The liturgical 
services at the Abbey Church, with the hallowed surroundings, 








72 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


have a powerful influence upon the heart and mind of youth, 
and help to awaken a vocation for the holy priesthood. 

Students at Conception College receive a thorough classical 
course. The College is beautifully situated in a healthful 
locality. A large campus is connected, affording ample oppor- 
tunity for athletic sports. 

For information and catalog, address: 

The Reverend Rector 
Conception College 
Conception, Missouri 


ee 


For a Better Understanding of Holy Mass 





= q OLY Mass is a sacrifice, that is, a gift made to 


God. Holy Mass is a common offering; that 
eae is, an offering made to God by the whole 
ieee Church: the priest, the people and Christ. 
bere a) Hence, priest and people offer. The priest 
sacrifices, offers in the name of all the faithful 
present; yes, in the name of the whole Church. According 
to the liturgy, priest and people are actively engaged in the 
Sacrifice; the Church, as such, is juridically represented by the 
priest. Christ offers as the Head of the faithful, in whom 
priest and people are united as the members of one body. 

At the Sacrifice itself, the one thing of importance is that 
we creatures offer to our Lord God a sacrifice of homage. In 
virtue of the union which by grace exists between Christ and 
the faithful, our offering must be rendered in such a manner 
that it comes from us and at the same time is perfectly united 
with Christ. We sacrifice, we offer, but not without Christ; 
rather in Christ; and Christ offers not only for us, but in 
union with us as the head with the members. 

This knowledge is of the greatest importance in order to 
have a proper understanding of Holy Mass. The action 
performed on our altars is not merely an action of Christ 
which is joined to that of His representative, the priest; but 
it is an action in which all the faithful who are present in 
the church should partake. All the faithful should offer with 
the priest; should bring the sacrificial gift to God as a token 
of homage and gratitude, of thanks and petition and atone- 
ment, offering themselves up with their life and labors, their 
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whole being. Christ the Lord awaits them as their Savior and 
Mediator, as High Priest and Head of His faithful; with Him 
they should unite themselves, and with Him render homage 
to the Father. 

From all this it naturally follows how we should judge of 
the almost universal custom of saying one’s private prayers 
during Holy Mass; of singing hymns, beautiful perhaps in 
themselves and appropriate at their proper season, but which 
have no connection with the Holy Sacrifice; of the many who 
are fervently engaged in preparing themselves according to 
their own private manner for Holy Communion, but forget the 
all-sublime object of Holy Mass, and instead of rendering 
homage to God with the congregation and the Church and 
Jesus Christ, are occupied only with themselves. 

It is to be regretted that in many places this has become 
customary so that we no longer find in it anything out of 
place. But how disappointed we should be if, being invited 
by the Church to attend May devotions, we should find that 
the priest recited privately some prayers to the Blessed Virgin, 
while, at the same time, the congregation prayed aloud the 
Stations or some devotion to the Poor Souls, or any other 
private prayer. 

Everything in its own time. When, therefore, the Church 
invites us to Holy Mass, then we will and should, in obedience 
to the oft-repeated wish of the saintly Pius X, “pray the Mass.” 


Taking Part in the Divine Services 
Holy Mass above All! 


As foremost principle might be maintained: Holy Mass 
above All! Above all devotions, above all Eucharistic and 
non-Eucharistic meetings in the house of God, above all 
ceremonies and liturgical services, yea, as their crown and 
climax is — Holy Mass. 

Holy Mass above all! yes, indeed, as a sacrificial act of 
the Church, the union of the faithful who recognize them- 
selves as a unit of the great communion of the faithful 
scattered over the whole earth but united with Christ the 
Lord, and as such praying and acting. 

Hence, Holy Mass as the liturgical act of sacrifice performed 
by the Church, the communion of all the faithful, is not a 
mere representation by priest and acolyte, but a living 
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participation and execution of the liturgical prayers and func- 
tions, as the liturgy itself understands and requests it; whether 
it be in the rich variation of song, prayer and actions,— which 
indeed, are most beautiful — especially during a High Mass, 
which, according to the regulations of Holy Church, is to be 
considered the proper parish Mass; or whether it be in the 
united prayer and action of a liturgical Low Mass. 

We must learn again to recognize and esteem the Holy 
Mass as the Sacrifice of the New Law; must learn again to 
assist at Holy Mass as at a Sacrifice, in the quality of co- 
sacrificers, as partakers of the sacrifice. 

Are there not, alas, many Catholics who esteem services 
in honor of the Blessed Sacrament, especially when connected 
with Sacramental Benediction, more highly than a Holy Mass? 
We do not wish to under-rate the approved devotions of the 
Church; but in every devotion, the offering made to God, be 
it ever so fervent, is and remains an offering of a creature to 
its Lord and Father, while at Holy Mass, the oblation is a joint 
offering of the faithful with their High-Priest Jesus Christ “by 
whom we have access...to the Father” (Eph. ii. 18). 

The Sacramental Benediction remains ever an action of 
the Church; in comparison to Holy Mass it is far inferior, for, in 
Holy Mass we are directly united with Christ in one sacrifice 
and are led by Him to the Father. We cannot place the centre 
of Christian Faith and worship on a level with any ceremony, 
be it ever so impressive. 


> + + 


“Thou Shalt See Marvels!” 


By Rev. Father Matheo, SS. CC. 








7) T is not my intention to deliver a sermon, nor to | 
mwa give you a conference. I have come merely to 
speak with love about the King of Love. After 
having been instantaneously and perfectly cured 
at Paray-le-Monial, I resolved upon a plan to 
conquer the whole world for the love of the 
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Heart of Jesus,— home after home, family after family. I 
realized that among the promises made by our Lord to Saint 
Margaret Mary, there was one to which full justice had not 
yet been done. I understood that the kingdom of love, which 
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the Heart of Jesus required, was to be established, not only 
through a general consecration of the human race as designated 
by Leo XIII, but also by the consecration of the family home, 
where the Heart of Jesus desires to have His altar and His 
throne. 

Here, at Paray-le-Monial, our Lord said: If thou believe 
in My love...if thou believe...if thou believe, thou shalt 
see marvels of My love...! 

Then I went to Rome to beg permission of the Holy Father 
to dedicate my life to this apostolate. Kneeling at his feet, I 
said: “Holy Father, I earnestly beg to be permitted to work 
for the fulfillment of the desires of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, by endeavoring to spread His kingdom throughout the 
world by love. Allow me to be an apostle of the Sacred 
Heart, to conquer the world for Him, home after home, family 
after family.” 

“No, my son.” 

“Holy Father,” I continued, “I should like to preach of 
love, the kingdom of love. I distinctly feel that this is my 
vocation, that the Sacred Heart of Jesus expects this of me.” 

“No, my son.” 

I raised my eyes to Pius X, and... pressing me to his 
bosom he said: “My son, you ask my permission, and I say, 
‘no.’ As the Vicar of Jesus Christ on earth, 1 command you, 
to traverse the whole world, to preach, to announce the 
Gospel, and to conquer for the Heart of Jesus the sanctuary 
of every family, by spreading your work everywhere.” 

It is only the method of this work that is new. The idea 
has existed for three centuries, since the revelations of our 
Lord to St. Margaret Mary. It is a crusade of love, a holy 
war, a firebrand of love opposed to that of hatred. You 
know, moreover, the promises of the Sacred Heart: “I will 
establish peace in their homes; I will bless every place where 
a picture of My Heart is exposed and venerated.” I assure 
you that this work, according to the promises of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, has been verified by miracles. It is an 
apostolate strikingly fruitful in conversions of great sinners. 
Listen! I, who am now speaking to you, saw my own father, a 
Protestant, touched by a ray of Divine grace and converted, cast 
himself at the foot of the altar, and at last with _ faith, 
receive our Lord in Holy Communion. 
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Conversion of a Husband 


All you who are listening to my words,— have you not 
among those who are near and dear to you, some one who 
does not love Jesus as fervently as you do, some one whom 
you would like to bring to our dear Lord?... Listen! On one 
occasion I preached in South America on the mercy and 
omnipotence of the Heart of Jesus. After the sermon a lady 
came to me and said, “Father in your sermon on the Enthrone- 
ment, you just now made a promise, saying, that families and 
also the members of those families would be converted, who 
consecrate themselves to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Can I 
likewise, obtain the conversion of my husband?” 

“Certainly, gracious lady,” I replied,— “if you purchase 
it... for it depends, on your part, on the fulfillment of three 
conditions: 1. Love the Blessed Sacrament and daily receive 
our Lord. 2. Consecrate your home to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, that our Lord, as once at Bethania, may be the friend 
and counselor of your family. 3. Exercise the apostolate of 
this work, and endeavor to draw others to the knowledge of 
that Love which is not loved. Faithfully do your part that 
Jesus be served and His kingdom established in families, then 
He will certainly grant you the favor you so much desire.” 

“Will you sign this promise for me, Father?” she asked, 
and holding before me a picture of the Sacred Heart, she 
designated the place where I was supposed to sign my name. 
I signed it adding the words, “For the sake of Thy great 
mercy, O Jesus, save this soul.” 

Two years passed. One day this lady came to me in deep 
grief, told me her husband was dying, and that he was still 
blaspheming God. She was inconsolable. “O Father!” she 
cried, “is it possible? Where is your promise?” 

“Madam,” I replied, “do you believe in the love of God?... 
Remember the words of our Lord: ‘If thou believe thou shalt 
see marvels of grace.’” : 

“O Father, I do believe, I assure you!” 

: “But, kind lady, have you also kept your promises? Have 
: you done your utmost to fulfill the required conditions?” 

i “Yes, Father, I did all I possibly could: I received Holy 
} Communion daily, I consecrated my family to the Sacred Heart 
f of Jesus, and I have gained many families for the Enthrone- 
f ment... and now after all, my husband is dying amid blas- 
phemies! O Father, it is too terrible! ... He does not want 
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to hear anything about religion. ‘Let me die in peace,’ he 
says, ‘for if there were a God on high, He would have sufficient 
understanding to comprehend that I cannot act otherwise.’ ” 

“Madam, my promise is the promise of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, and it will be realized. Have confidence. It is im- 
possible for the contrary to happen: your husband will yet be 
converted. We shall pray for him during Holy Hour this 
evening, and tomorrow I shall visit him.” 

“O Father, this cannot be done! I have already called 
four priests to see him, but he refused to receive them. He 
insisted on having his revolver, and declared the next one who 
dared to molest him would be shot. Oh, it is terrible, Father!” 

“Madam, have confidence, believe in God’s love. I shall 
come to see your husband.” 

The following day, when I called at her home, the lady 
was again filled with fear and terror. She tried to persuade 
me not to enter the room, because she fully believed her 
husband would carry out his threat. I reassured her, however, 
saying, “In the name of the King of Love we shall enter.” 

There lay the wretched man on his deathbed. “My good 
sir,” I addressed him, “I have come to see you because I am 
a priest; I desire to save you for the love of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus.” — Grasping his revolver he demanded, “Who are you ?” 

“What does it matter,” I replied, “I am here in the name 
of the loving Heart of Jesus who commissioned me to come 
to you.” 

“Your name! Your name!” fumed the sick man, “I have 
sworn death to every priest who shall come near me; but 
first I must know your name.” 

“IT repeat,” I answered, “that I am merely a delegate of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus.” 

“J did not ask about that, I want to know your name... 
Ah, you are a coward!” 

“My friend, you say | am a coward. Very well! —See, here 
is my name at the feet of our Lord who sent me to you. Here 
it is on this picture.” 

Providentially, the picture I had signed had been placed 
in the bedroom, because the man had not tolerated it to be 
hung in the parlor. He directed his eyes toward the image of 
the Heart of Jesus, showed signs of emotion, and laid aside 
his weapon. “Oh,” he exclaimed, “you wrote beneath the 
picture: For the sake of Thy great mercy, O Jesus, save this 
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soul” ...The grace of God had touched him, he wept and 
was converted. 

“Please, Father, help me; I want to go to confession... but 
let us proceed slowly, it is the first confession of my life.” 
Amid tears of repentance he made his confession admirably 
well. With holy impatience he then desired to receive Holy 
Communion. Finally, he wished to renew the consecration of 
his house personally, and appointed the place of honor in the 
parlor, for the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

Now, I think you will understand that the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus must reign over the whole world. Let us pray 
fervently for this intention... May this work be an invigorating 
sap in the tree of human society; a shining star in the 
firmament of the Church — and of your dear fatherland. Amen. 


ee ee 


St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother 


Continued 





f » en | Y constant meditation, St. Gabriel had become so 
i o> by enamored of Mary’s treasury of virtues that he 
ye) held as certain the opinion of St. Bernard, all 
iP) ¥ graces come to us through the mediation of 
s\=t4s) Mary, also the grace of final perseverance. 

Gabriel’s confessor was of the opinion that the 
Blessed Virgin had assured her fervent client of his eternal 
salvation. The youthful saint often remarked to him, “He 
who has a tender devotion to Mary will have a peaceful death, 
and will not be overcome by the hellish dragon, for our Heav- 
enly Mother will not be outdone in generosity by her children. 
She will remember us; she knows how to help; she can help; 
she will help. If it be for our good she will obtain that our 
death struggle will not be severe.” 

These sentiments of tenderest confidence in Mary he also 
strove to instil in all with whom he came in contact. If we 
should try to make a selection of the most beautiful passages 
from his letters, it would be no easy matter, for there is no 
page, in fact, scarcely a line, in which he does not speak 
of Mary. Every letter would have seemed to him insipid or, 
at least useless, had he not adorned it with the precious 
jewel of his Heavenly Mother’s sweet name. “Dear Father,” 
he once wrote, “if we only had a little more confidence in 
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our tender Mother, how peacefully we could sleep! She knows 
but too well how dearly we cost her when, in anguish and 
pain, she brought us forth on Mount Calvary... If we would 
consider this 
more seri- 
ously, per- 
haps we 
should love 
this tender 
Mother more 
affectionate- 
ly, trust her 
more implic- 
itly and be 
less afraid of 
hell. If Mary 
is for me 
who can be 
against me?” 
Passing 
from confi- 
dence tolove, 
Gabriel con- 
tinues: “Let 
us love Mary 
in spirit and 
truth. Let 
us make a 
heroic sacri- 
fice, so as not 
tosadden her 
heart. Mary 
loves us in- 
expressibly ! 
The love of 

St. Gabriel gives expression of his tender love for 
, the Socveil Soi Bide all mothers 
for their chil- 
dren, the combined love of all the angels and saints for their 
clients, does not by far equal the love which Mary bears to 
one single soul... Refuse, then, if you can, to give your heart 

and your soul to this most lovable Virgin.” 
In a letter to one of his brothers we read: “Dear Michael, 
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do you seek an object of love for your heart? Then love — 
whom do you think? — love Mary! Who is more beautiful, 
more lovable, more powerful than she? Do not imagine that 
the love of Mary, that intercourse and converse with her are 
tedious and offer no enjoyment; on the contrary, the joys and 
consolations which you receive through her exceed in sweet- 
ness, permanence and inner satisfaction all pleasures of the 
world in as high a degree as the soul and spirit are above flesh 
and blood. Mary is lovable, true and faithful, and will not be 
surpassed in love by anyone. No sooner does she perceive 
that a person wishes to love her than she instantly hastens to 
embrace him, to press him mercifully to her heart and to 
defend him... Follow my advice, and if you do not find it so, 
consider me a liar.” 

To his brother Henry who had just been ordained priest, 
he wrote the following lines urging upon him the veneration 
of his dearest Mother: “Consider, dear brother, that nothing 
is more pleasing to Jesus than to speak of her, for then you 
speak of the Daughter of the Heavenly Father, of the Mother 
of the Divine Son, of the Bride of the Holy Spirit; you speak 
of the most charming and dearest Creature that came forth 
from the hand of the Creator. To extol other beauties among 
the children of men would be unbecoming and degrading for 
you; but if you have the courage to extol and defend Mary 
against those who blaspheme her, she, too, will intercede for 
you and defend you at the judgment seat of her Divine Son. 
When you perform works of mercy, give alms, endure fatigue 
and pain, do and suffer all in remembrance of the fatigues and 
sufferings of the Blessed Virgin.” He concludes with the 
words: “Let us be true heralds of the veneration of the elect 
One of God, then we shall have chosen the right thing. On 
the awful day of judgment, the day of terror, we shall stand 
secure under the protecting mantle of our gracious Mistress, 
while deceived lovers of the world will bewail their foolish love.” 

These passages chosen from among many, prove sufficiently 
how ardently the servant of God was inflamed with love 
for Mary, and how earnestly he strove to propagate devotion 
to her. 

Among preachers he had a preference for those who, more 
than others, announced the praises and the ever-ready help of 
Mary. These he considered truly blessed. If he had occasion 
to speak to a missionary of his Order, he would urge upon him 
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to speak frequently of Mary. It was his intention that, should 
God spare his life, he would devote himself to publish the 
praises of Mary, and todohis utmost that she should be better 
known and more honored in her sufferings and sorrows. One 
of his confreres asked him one day if he would not like to go 
to the heathen missions. Gabriel answered: “With joy, if it is 
the will of God.” Then he added with a sigh: “Oh, that I could 
show these poor creatures my Heavenly Mama!” 

As early as the first months of his novitiate, he was 
animated with the desire to bind himself by a special vow, 
to propagate veneration of Mary everywhere among the 
faithful. After his profession, this desire grew ever stronger, 
and for the space of five years he did not desist urging his 
spiritual father with entreaties until he received the permission. 
With unspeakable joy of heart he then made this vow. It was 
in the year 1861, about one year before his death. How pleased 
Mary was with this vow may be gathered from the plenitude 
of graces which she poured out upon her faithful servant 
during this his last year of life, by raising all his virtues to the 
highest perfection. 

+ > > 


Had She Once Worn the Scapular Devoutly? 





The following incident is a fact. It is related by some 
Protestant women, not one of them Catholic! 

Some years ago in a remote lumber town in Michigan, a 
woman lay unconscious and dying. She required no nursing 
during the last weeks of her life, but reclined like a beautiful 
statue faintly breathing. Her case was past the understanding 
of the physician. “It is hopeless,” he declared. “She should 
have been dead weeks ago.” 

One day a group of neighbors entered her pretty little 
house, stood round her snowy bed and marveled. They noticed 
that she wore an elegantly embroidered brown scapular — doubt- 
less a gift from some friend who had not forgotten her soul. 

One woman standing by, said, “Perhaps it is that thing 
which keeps her alive. I have heard a Catholic say that a 
person wearing it will not die in sin.” 

“How silly!” exclaimed another, who at once cut the 
string with her scissors and drew the scapular from the breast 
of the dying woman. 
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But as she turned to lay it upon the dresser, she heard 
the other women scream. The next moment, she, too, was 
rushing from the house with the other horror-stricken neigh- 
bors, for the sick woman had died on the instant, and her 
frightful appearance and unendurable stench, drove them from 
the room. 

Had the deceased once been a Catholic? Had she once 
been washed in the Blood of Christ and fed with His Adorable 
Flesh? Had she once lived under the protection of Mary 
Immaculate? No one knows. 


) ..&..% 


The Habit of the Holy Virgin 


For the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, July 16th 





yo EN. Claude de la Columbiere of the Society of Jesus, 
has written these memorable words: “I affirm that 
there is no more certain sign of our predestination 
| than the holy Scapular of Mount Carmel, and 

therefore none which we should esteem so highly 
and so perseveringly until our death. The Blessed Mother 
will obtain for us a good end, a happy death, and the vision 
of God’s love and mercy.” 

We read in the Office of Our Lady of Mount Carmel the 
consoling words: “The Mother of God has clothed us with a 
garment of salvation.” Ah, yes, the scapular is Mary’s habit, 
brought to us by her from heaven. It is the pledge of innum- 
erable graces. It is the emblem of wonderful privileges. 
Therefore we should wear it with the greatest reverence, 
gratitude and devotion. The holy scapular is the distinctive 
mark of honor with which the Queen of Heaven decks her 
faithful servants, the insignia bestowed upon her beloved 
children, the token of her faithful and loving heart. 

The holy scapular reveals to us the heart of our Mother 
which loves us, the glance of our Mother that follows us, the 
power of our Mother which protects us. The scapular means 
all this to a loving child. In temptation, pressing the scapular 
to his heart, Mary’s child beseeches with tears: “O my Mother, 
do not forsake me!” The heart crushed by the weight of 
bitter misfortune and tribulation, looks at the scapular and 
cries to Our Lady: “Help me, save me, O Mother of mercy !” 
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The dying, at that last terrible moment, taking the scapular 
in his hands, kisses it and bedews it with his tears, while 
through it two hearts speak — the dying man cries to his 
Mother: “Forsake me not!” and Mary answers, “I am here; I 
bless thee; I receive thy soul. Fear not!” 


Emblem of Mary’s Power and Love 


A devout Spanish Carmelite says: “The scapular is the 
emblem of Mary’s power and the testimony of her love. It 
reveals her royal power and her maternal tenderness. Dost 
thou know the meaning of these two straps? See a mother 
with her babe! She folds it in her arms, embraces and caresses 
it. The two straps of the holy scapular are the two arms of 
the Mother of mercy which embrace and caress us. The two 
straps are the two arms of Mary which tightly bind, strongly 
draw and tenderly embrace her children who confidently rest 
in the arms of her power and love. It is the sign of Mary’s 
power and royalty. As the royal seal renders inviolable all 
those things on which it is impressed, in like manner, hearts 
marked with the holy scapular are sealed, sacred and invul- 
nerable. Let us place our Mother and our Queen as a seal 
upon our hearts, for she has pledged her word: ‘He who shall 
die piously wearing this habit shall be.preserved from eternal 
flames.’” 

The same Carmelite writer places these words on the lips 
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel: “My child, come to me. Flee 
from the turmoil of the world and take refuge in my maternal 
Heart, that I may free thee from thine enemies, the world, the 
flesh, and the devil! Be at peace. Lean upon my Heart. Fear 
nothing. Here, near my Heart, thou art sheltered from the 
storm. The hatred of the devil cannot harm thee. Thy 
disturbing passions are hushed. The tumult and bustle of the 
world cannot be heard. I am thy Mother, the Queen of 
Heaven, of earth and of the abyss; Queen of heaven and 
dispenser of its graces and blessings; Queen of the earth and 
custodian of hearts; Queen of the abyss and the terror of its 
wicked powers. Fear not, the devil and his hosts are chained 
and trampled under my feet. See the scapular in my hands. 
See its straps. By them Satan is bound; and: the two pieces 
of cloth, as a shield, protect the hearts of my children, so that 
the evil spirits may never enter within them.” 





eee 
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Medal or Scapular 


The Rev. Ludovico of the Sacred Hearts, O.C.D., is of the 
opinion that those who wear only the scapular medal are not 
entitled to a share in the promise of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
to St. Simon Stock: “Whoever dies piously wearing this 
scapular, shall not suffer eternal flames.” The Holy Father 
Pius X, when permitting the use of the scapular medal, exhorted 
the faithful, with “vehement desire to wear the scapular in 
the hitherto accustomed form.” 

The editor of the “Mensajero del Sagrado Corazan de 
Jeusius,” says: “Following the safest opinion, the faithful 
should continue to use the scapular as the Holy Father desires, 
and only in case of necessity and as a supplement, they 
should make use of the medal.” 

The learned canonist, Rev. Vermeersch, S.J., advises: 
“Every one will take care to wear, at least, the holy scapular 
of Carmel, so venerable on account of its antiquity, and the 
medal should not be used except to supplement the other 
scapulars, which on account of their number may cause some 
inconvenience.” 

The privilege to substitute the scapular medal for the woolen 
scapular was granted by Pius X, principally to those who 
work in mines and foundries where, on account of the excessive 
heat, the woolen scapular would become soiled and discolored 
in a few days. But those who lay aside their holy scapular for 
the sake of convenience, or fashion, or even human respect, 
assuredly cannot expect the special protection of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. It will also be understood the risk those persons 
run who substitute their woolen scapular for a scapular-medal- 
locket, or a scapular-medal as the center piece of their gold- 
chained rosary, or for a scapular-medal-bracelet, all of which are 
used only on Sundays or certain occasions, and then laid aside 
especially during the night. Such persons cannot be entitled 
to the privileges of those who “devoutly” wear the holy scap- 
ular. It must not be lost sight of that the Blessed Virgin 
Mary appeared to St. Simon, robed in a cloth garment. Our 
soldiers on the battlefield during the World War realized its 
worth. Many, many, would not accept the substitute of the 
scapular medal. Chaplains declared that the men begged for 
the “old-fashioned brown scapular,” and only when they felt this 
about their shoulder, did they rely confidently on the protection 
of the Heavenly Mother. 
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The Ways of God — How Wonderful! 


Concluded 





p=<7ey NLY now, after it was too late, the curtain was 
‘Wi dropped and the police guards appeared and 
vai had the hall vacated. A numerous multitude, 
i however, still waited in front of the hall. Loud 
¥i, lamentations and imprecations against the mur- 

derers were heard when the news spread that 
the Christ had succumbed to his wound. 

The manner in which the assassinated had withstood his 
opponent, the motives which had brought about the crime — 
all this was a puzzle to me, and I betook myself to the director 
of the troupe the following day in order to seek an explanation. 
I found the man in the height of excitement. The death of the 
actor was a very heavy blow to him. He repeated over and 
over: “What a misfortune! I am lost!” He praised the good 
qualities of the murdered actor, and lamented the impossibility 
of finding a substitute. 

Hoping to learn a little more about the person who had 
acted the part of Christ and had so won my interest, I looked 
for John of the play, who had yesterday made a very sympa- 
thetic impression on me. The poor young man, who went by 
the name of Arrigo, had been, by a touching coincidence of 
inclination as well as by the role he played, the bosom friend 
of the assassinated, and he mourned his tragic fate with all 
the fidelity of his good heart. He seemed rejoiced over the 
sympathy I displayed regarding the person and the sad fate 
of his dear friend. “Ah, Signor, Aristide was a saint!” he 
exclaimed. 

“Aristide!” I ejaculated. 

“Yes, the real name of the Christ was Aristide Blanchard.” 

“Aristide Blanchard!” — suddenly the picture of an angelic 
little blond boy embracing a Crucifix on the Vendome loomed 
up before me. “Tell me,” I continued, naturally somewhat 
excited, “was your friend the son of a Parisian actor?” 

“In fact,” replied Arrigo. He noticed my agitation, and 
asked: “So you knew him?” 

I related the little incident I had witnessed at Paris. 

“The same, the same!” he confirmed. Aristide himself 
once told me of the occurrence... My friend’s motive in 
acting in a Passion Play was an expiatory one. This son of 
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France wished to make reparation for the sins of his country. 
Aristide had received an excellent education. His mother 
wished him to remain away from the stage, and for this reason 
she sent him, when still young, to a college conducted by 
religious. With his knowledge and education, he might have 
become a high official or an ambassador. He was not an actor, 
he was a penitent, a saint.” 

At these last word’s the young man’s eyes filled with tears. 
He stepped to a corner of the room, and drew forth a penitent’s 
iron shirt on which traces of blood were distinctly visible. 

“See,” he said, “Aristide lived the Passion of Christ along 
with his acting it — he never played it — never did he distort 
a single muscle merely for show. The people who saw him 
on the stage never could praise enough the naturalness with 
which his feature’s gave expression to every pain. They did 
not know that every stroke, every jolt, struck his penitential 
iron shirt that was hidden under his tricot. At the bearing 
of the Cross the heavy wood rested thereon; when he was 
hanging on the cross he leaned so firmly against it that the 
points penetrated deep into the flesh. With other Passion 
players the strokes are wielded only for show. Not so with 
Aristide. He bade the hangmen not to spare him, and well 
did they fulfil his wish. 

“But do not believe, Sir, that he did this in order to make 
his play appear more true to nature. No; I can assure you 
that he did it all out of pure love for Christ. On the days 
when he played he usually fasted so strictly that he would 
eat nothing until after the first performance, which seldom 
took place before evening, and then he took only a little bread 
and diluted wine. He understood his role. For him it was 
an apostolate, for which he prepared by fervent prayer. He 
begged of God the grace that by his performance he might 
contribute to the remembrance of Christ’s Passion among 
men. And God heard his prayers. It not infrequently hap- 
pened that public sinners were converted while we were 
performing. ‘Let us go and preach,’ he would say, like unto 
St. Francis, for whom he entertained a special veneration. 
Aristide was a devout member of the III Order of St. Francis. 
I am positive that he intended after a lapse of three years, for 
which time he had bound himself by vow to perform the Pas- 
sion Play, to enter a Franciscan monastery as a lay brother.” 

I interrupted the narrator by a question as to the assassin. 
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“That miserable, unhappy man!” exclaimed Arrigo, trem- 
bling with pain and indignation. “That man is worse than a 
devil. But the police have succeeded in getting him, even 
though he was already out on the ocean. His name is Lorenzo 
Cerutti, the son of a wealthy Roman. He received his education 
at a Parisian college, where he learned to know Aristide and 
they soon became intimate friends. Cerutti at that time must 
have possessed many a good quality. However, he seems al- 
ways to have been of a proud, passionate nature. After his 
graduation he visited England, Germany and Russia, and fell 
in with disreputable companions. In time he became a perfect 
infidel, and at last a fanatical anarchist. 

“Returning to Italy and learning of the vocation his friend 
had chosen, he became exceedingly angry. Once we were 
performing at Livorno when he happened to attend the 
play one evening. He at once perceived the extraordinary 
performance of Aristide and the powerful impression it pro- 
duced. That very evening there was a harsh scene between 
him and his former friend. He accused Aristide of making 
propaganda for Christ whom he always designated as the 
“Nazarene,” and toward whom he felt a most passionate hatred. 
He pleaded with Aristide, at first with kind words, then with 
threats, to give up the Passion Play, even offering to pay the 
director a large indemnity. Aristide, however, was bound by 
his vow, and he would never yield to a demand arising from 
such motives. He would have looked upon it as a betrayal of 
Christ, the Lord. Cerutti finally departed with the most ter- 
rible curses. 

“I heard part of the conversation that time. The raving 
man yelled so loudly that one must have understood it in the 
adjoining rooms, and that is why I told you he is a demon. 
During the first months after this unpleasant scene we heard 
nothing more of him. But two weeks ago a threatening letter 
came from him, in which he stated that he would be revenged 
on the Nazarene. The day before yesterday Aristide received 
a second letter in which Cerutti expressed himself still more 
plainly as to his wicked intention. He wrote that the Icon- 
oclasts had destroyed crucifixes of wood and stone; he, how- 
ever, would destroy the living image of the Nazarene.” 

“But,” I interrupted, “if your friend had been so plainly 
forewarned, why did you not lay the matter before the police? 
It would have been an easy matter to prevent the crime.” 


ee 
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The narrator sighed deeply. “Yes, it would have been an 
easy matter if Aristide had wanted it. Of the last threatening 
letter, however, no one knew a word. I found the same only 
today after Aristide’s death. He has accomplished what he 
always wished: to give up his life for Jesus Christ. This 
desire is the one, only correct explanation of his death.” 

Tears again came into Arrigo’s eyes, and after a short 
pause, he continued: “I am a Christian; and as such I really 
ought not lament his death. Has he not truly died the death 
of a martyr? When Cerutti seized the pistol he called to 
Aristide to come down from the cross as a sign that he would 
renounce the Nazarene. Aristide heard the request, and his 
answer was a jubilant prayer of thanksgiving to God for being 
allowed to die for the Savior. He seemed to have expected 
all beforehand. Then he pleaded, just as our Lord had done: 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
Every other man would have been disarmed by these words. 
But not so this satan of a Cerutti. He took this asa sign to 
fire. Still hanging on the cross, the mortally wounded breathed 
his last. His death could not have been more beautiful. For 
us, however, it is most bitter.” 

“Did the departed ever express the desire to you that he 
wished to die for Christ?” I asked of Arrigo. 

“Not only once but innumerable times,” was his reply. 
“He often spoke of it with unbelievable enthusiasm, as none 
but a saint could do. 

“Do you wish to see him?” asked Arrigo... 

We entered a small, half-dark apartment in which a vigil 
lamp glimmered. On a bier lay the earthly remains of Aristide 
Blanchard, his entire figure wrapped in white cloths, an in- 
comparable picture of the Savior in the tomb. The long 
dark-blond, somewhat curly hair lay like a frame round that 
face of unforgettable beauty. This was the man who even as 
a child had wished to die for Christ... Involuntarily I sank 
upon my knees. 

Over the grave of Aristide Blanchard is erected a simple 
marble cross bearing the following inscription : — 

“Here rests Aristide Blanchard, Brother Celestine of the © 
III Order of St. Francis, born at Paris, assassinated at Naples, 
out of godless hatred against the Person of Jesus Christ, whom 
he represented in a Passion Play.” The End. 
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For Your Daughter 


Realizing the dangers to which their daughters are exposed in 
attending day-schools, many parents are most anxious to place 
their daughters in a select Convent boarding school for their 
education. In such an institution, they are safeguarded from 
harmful influence, receive a solid religious training and a thorough 
knowledge of the sciences. 


St. Joseph’s Academy conducted by the Benedictine Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration, is an ideal boarding school for little girls 
and young ladies. Only girls of good Catholic families are ad- 
mitted. Special attention is directed to the formation of true 
womanly character. True Christian education is a Divine work, 
is a sacred labor. Intellectual education is good, moral education 
is better, but deep religious education is the highest, a truly Di- 
vine work, which is most noble and elevating. 


The course of studies embraces: Academic, Commercial, 
Preparatory, Primary, Music and Art Departments. Moderate 
terms: $200.00 per year. 


For information, address: The Sister Directress 
St. Joseph’s Academy, Clyde, Missouri 


Your Burning Candle 


It is a touching act of faith and love to have candles burned before a 
shrine. Holy Church sanctions this pious custom of burning blessed candles, 
and many persons have them burned in thanksgiving for favors received, to 
petition special graces, or to honor our Lord and His Blessed Mother. 

No shrine, howsoever venerable, can compare with the altar on which 
our Divine Savior in the Holy Eucharist is exposed. Here in our Adoration 
Chapel is the Shrine of shrines, the throne of the Living God, whereon we 
behold the Sacred Host night and day. Itis the same Jesus who had ‘‘com- 
passion on the multitudes.’’ His Loving Heart is now attentive to our needs. — 
At what more fitting shrine could you place a candle to show your thanks? 
Where will a lighted candle plead your cause for favors more efficaciously 
than before our Savior unceasingly exposed in the Most Blessed Sacrament ? 

The burning of candles is the emblem of love, of the sacrificial love of 
the faithful for the Holy Eucharist. What a consoling thought to know that 
you or your dear ones are represented before our Eucharistic Lord by a 
burning candle! 

In our Adoration Chapel the Sacred Host is exposed continually day and 
night. A wax candle will be burned one whole day and one whole night 
upon the altar before the Blessed Sacrament exposed for an offering of 50 
cents; one whole week for $3.50; one whole month for $12.00. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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More Prayer! 





In Every Temptation We Should Turn to God 


55] HRIST admonished His apostles on Mount Olivet: 
él “Watch ye and pray that ye enter not into temp- 

| tation” (Matt. xxvi. 41). Had Eve in paradise, when 
tempted by the serpent to transgress the Divine 
law, called on God for help, the sin would probably 
not have been committed; Eve would have received sufficient 
light from God to recognize the tempter as such. St. Thomas 
of Aquin says, “Adam and Eve fell into sin because they were 
tempted and did not call on God for help. Whoever is tempted 
should imitate the little child which runs immediately to its 
mother when it sees a big dog coming.” St. Alphonsus says, 
“One who does not pray in temptation is like a general who, 
although he is besieged by the enemy, does not ask his king 
for aid.” 

A certain man who had an extensive business relates the 
following: “For some years, I was visited by crushing misfor- 
tunes, so much so, that I grew tired of life, and one day 
resolved to put an end to myself. On passing the parish 
church I noticed the door open. I entered, knelt down in one 
of the pews, and prayed to God from the depths of my heart 
that He would assist me. While I prayed my heart grew 
lighter and lighter. Having prayed for about a quarter of an 
hour, I felt as though a heavy weight had been lifted from 
me. When I left the church, all thought of suicide had van- 
ished; I had received new strength and courage.” 

This particular gentleman lived to see many a happy and 
prosperous day. This incident clearly shows how very profit- 
able it is to take refuge to God in temptation. Especially 
efficacious in temptation is prayer to the Blessed Virgin. 
When St. Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva was a youth of 
seventeen, studying at Paris, he had to endure a singular 
temptation. It seemed to him that someone was continually 
whispering to him the words: “God has decreed to condemn 
you eternally; nothing can help you.” Francis became so 
despondent that he could not sleep, and lost all appetite. He 
grew very thin and seemed to have lost his health completely. 
In his anguish he took refuge to Mary. He entered a church, 
knelt before an image of the Mother of God, and prayed the 
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well known prayer: “Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, 
that never was it known that anyone who fled to thy protec- 
tion, implored thy help and sought thy intercession, was left 
unaided!” For some time he continued to visit this image and 
repeat the same prayer.. Suddenly, the temptation left him, 
never to return. Francis regained his former health and 
cheerfulness, and from thence forward entertained an ardent 
devotion to the Mother of God. 


*¢ +« +¢ 
St. Philip Neri, Comforted and Cured by Mary 





aN May, 1594, St. Philip Neri well advanced in years 
and rich in merit, was attacked by a serious ill- 
ness which brought him to the brink of the grave. 
In this condition he was visited by the Blessed 
. Mother of God who wished to comfort him on his bed 
of pain by her own sweet presence. Whilst the physicians and 
many other persons who had come to visit him, were inconsolable 
at the thought of their impending and irretrievable loss, the 
saintly patient suddenly exclaimed in rapture, “O holiest and 
most Blessed Virgin!” At this unusual and unexpected cry, 
the bystanders approached and saw the saint raised above 
the bed. He opened and closed his arms as if embracing 
someone and murmured: “I do not deserve this! Who am 
I, O dearest Lady, that thou shouldst visit me!” 

These gestures and exclamations moved the witnesses to 
tears; and when the physicians asked Philip what was taking 
place and why he was so agitated, the saint, greatly surprised, 
answered: “What! have you not seen the Holy Virgin? how 
she came to cure me of my pains?” In fact, he was perfectly 
cured that same hour. 

Notwithstanding the repugnance he felt to speaking of 
these heavenly favors, he could not refrain from revealing all 
the circumstances of this apparition to Cardinals Cusano and 
Borromeo at some later date. This visit of the Heavenly 
Mother filled St. Philip with so great joy and fervent gratitude, 
that thence forward until his last breath he never failed to 
exhort all who visited him, with these words: “My children, 
let us venerate the Blessed Virgin and acknowledge that there 
is no more excellent means of obtaining grace from God than 
by asking for it through Mary. 
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Sketch of the Life of St. Anthony 


Continued from May 





escape the applause of his audience, when a man 
named Pietro carrying a sick child in his arms 
met him. The child was lame in both feet and 
only by crawling could it move about. It was also afflicted 
with epilepsy, so that at times, it fell to the floor like one 
dead and froth 
issued from its 
mouth. The 
distressed fa- 
ther full of con- 
fidence in the 
intercession of 
the holy preach- 
er, cast himself 
with the child 
at the saint’s 
feet and  be- 
sought him to 
make the Sign 
of the Cross on 
the child’s fore- 
head. Touched 
by the plead- 
ings of the fa- 
ther, Anthony 
made a large 
Sign of the 
By the Sign of the Cross Anthony heals an afflicted child (Cross over the 
child from the 
head to the feet. When the father had returned home, he 
placed the child on its feet, and to his great joy the little 
one was able to walk with a crutch, soon after with only a 
cane, and, finally, it threw away also the cane and was 
healed of both lameness and epilepsy. 
Another miraculous incident, however, with a tragic 
ending, occurred in Florence, Italy. One of the ruling vices in 
that city was the practice of usury. Anthony had often 
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denounced the same from the pulpit, but conversions, as is 
the case with this vice, were rare. It happened that a very 
rich and avaricious usurer died, and Anthony was requested to 
deliver the funeral oration. God had revealed to Anthony 
that the usurer, on account of his avarice, had been condemned. 
For the text of his discourse the holy preacher chose the 
words of our Lord, Where thy treasure is, there is thy heart 
also (Matt. vi. 21). In the course of the sermon, he applied 
to the deceased the words which our Lord had spoken of the 
miser: “The rich man died, and he was buried in hell” (Luke 
xvi. 22). From this he took occasion to portray the vice of 
avarice in all its hideousness, and then proved how the miser 
is an enemy of his fellowmen and of his own soul. “This 
man,” he concluded, “whom you now bury, was a miser and 
a usurer, and therefore he is now buried in hell where he 
must suffer for all eternity.” 

It was but natural.that all were horrified at such words 
and began to murmur. But what was their surprise when 
Anthony called out to them: “Go and see for yourselves; open 
the coffer in which he hoarded his treasures. You will find 
the heart of the unhappy one in the midst of them.” These 
words effected general consternation. After the people had 
recovered, they went to the house of the deceased in order to 
convince themselves of the truth of what had been said. They 
constrained the relatives to open the coffer, and, to their 
horror, actually found the heart of the miser still warm, in 
the midst of his money. Not yet satisfied, they hastened back 
to the church and opened the corpse. It was without a heart. 

This incident filled all the witnesses — and the whole city 
had been witness — with a wholesome fear and penitence, and 
effected many conversions among those whose conscience 
reproached them with the guilt of the same sin. 


‘Enclosed find donation for bread for St. Anthony’s poor. Only 
wish it were more. This is in thanksgiving for my wonderful health 
and peace of mind which our dear St. Anthony obtained for me.” 


One evening on her way home from work a lady lost $33.00 
which did not belong to her. She was heart-sick, as she did not think 
she would ever find the money, and she had to make up what she had 
lost. She had recourse to St. Anthony, promised a donation for the 
poor... and placed an ad in the paper. At six o’clock a man phoned. 
He had found the money. The lady called for it, but he would accept 
no reward, and she gladly made an offering in honor of St. Anthony in 
thanksgiving. 
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Their Own Description of Bitter Need 


Rev. P. Lukas, St. Walburga’s Convent, Bavaria, April 3, 1925. 
We are overcome with joy and gratitude! The words: ‘‘Go to 
Joseph’’ are on our lips! How often have we not gone to him, and how often 


has he not helped us, but never in so striking a manner as on the last day of . 


the month dedicated to his honor in this year of grace, 1925. 

We were forced to incur a necessary debt of 1340 mark. It was with 
great anxiety but with still greater trust in the help of our ever kind father, 
St. Joseph, that we saw ourselves confronted with this new difficulty. On 
the 3lst of March, the Ven. Mother Prioress entered the refectory with so 
beaming a countenance that all eyes turned in suspense upon her. Nor were 
we deceived. Something extraordinary was coming. Ina voice trembling 
with emotion, the Ven. Mother Prioress exhorted all the inmates of the house 
to thank dear, good St. Joseph on that very day in a special manner for the 
extraordinary favor he had obtained for us on the last day of March. Then 
she added: ‘‘And whom has good St. Joseph again used as his instrument? — 
Our generous, incomparable benefactor, the Rev. P. Lukas, 0.S.B. with his 
charitable friends.’’ Mute and deeply affected, the assembled Sisters had 
listened, while in many an eye glistened a tear; and there and then, suppressed 
exclamations were heard: ‘‘O St. Joseph! O dear, good St. Joseph!’’ After 
the meal, a lively recreation followed. There was plenty of subject matter 
and we did not tire praising the power and goodness of St. Joseph, and wishing 
his ‘‘procurator,’’ Rev. P. Lukas, God’s richest blessings. On the second day 
following, we gave expression to our deepfelt gratitude by offering up the 
Holy Sacrifice in honor of the patriarch St. Joseph for our generous bene- 
factors in America. May God Himself be their reward exceeding great, for 
all they have done for us! Our Rev. Mother and Ven. Mother Prioress 
recommend themselves with respectful Easter Greetings. 

In profound respect, Sister M. F. 


Dear Reverend Father Lukas, Linz, May 8, 1925. 

All week I was in bitter anxiety; I could not sleep because of worry- 
ing how to pay our debts. Often I cried aloud during the night: “O dear Savior 
do not forsake me!” Daily I prayed to St. Jude Thaddeus that he might direct 
my letter into your hands and prompt you to help us. — Now, you have sent us 
aid in the greatest distress! How shall we thank you? How shall we express 
our gratitude for so great an act of charity from our dear benefactors in Amer- 
ica! Only our dear Savior can bless your fatherly heart and all the generous friends 
across the ocean. A thousand times: “God reward you for all!” — This evening 
I was so overcome with awe that I could not pray with my lips, but great tranquil- 
lity now reigns in my heart. We shall offer up Holy Mass and Holy Communion 
for you and all our benefactors, and Adorations from eight to nine o’clock. Your 
Reverence is our savior and helper! This very week the creditors came and de- 
manded pay. I was extremely agitated because we had no money. Now I can 
pay them and again have peace of heart. Once more; “God reward you and all 


our benefactors!” In unforgettable gratitude and deep reverence, 
S. M. C. 
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Dear and Reverend Father, Dueren, June 1, 1925 

Your appreciated letter has reached me. As ever it 
brings me great joy as your fatherly heart is always so faithfully concerned 
about us. May God reward you and all the benefactors with His Divine 
love. When I am in pressing need, I tell our good father St. Joseph and 
‘“‘The Little Flower” to go to you; then interiorly you hear their voice; and 
every time we receive help. This strengthens our faith and confidence 
somuch. Thechildren of our Carmel will offer up Holy Mass and Commun- 
ion and prayers during the month of June in grateful love. How could we 
ever forget our noble benefactors! We shall be eternally grateful. lf we 
again receive alms we will use it to repair our roofs, for the rain pours 
down into our rooms. 


Weask the Little Flower to visit you and to shower upon you an abundance 
of Divine grace, especially the love of Jesus. Not long ago she appeared to 
a Trappist monk and said, ‘‘In the kingdom of heaven I am like a queen, I can 
distribute graces according to my pleasure.” — A child who had broken her 
limb started a novena to Little Teresa, and on the third day was wonderfully 
cured. Two women and a gentleman who had lost their reason, recovered 
their sound mind through the Saint. Many Freemasons have been convert- 
ed. — Once more, dear Father, accept our grateful thanks. You may depend 


upon our fervent prayers. Your deeply grateful, 
Mother H. 
Reverend Father Lukas, Thyrnau, Bavaria, May 18, 1925. 


With a heavy heart I resolve to write you today. Yesterday a dread- 
ful hailstorm lasting half an hour, destroyed all our hope of a good harvest. We 
can replant the vegetables, but the wheat is all gone in our part of the country. 
This is an untold loss to us. In the words of Holy Scripture, I ask: “Where shall 
we get bread for so many?” We rely on the promise of our Lord that He can 
wonderfully supply bread, but I consider it my duty, though it is very bitter, to 
beg for help. O Reverend Father, we most humbly and earnestly pray you to help 
us yet this year! Do not become impatient on account of our endless petitions. 
Our need is extremely great. On our part, we will pray most fervently for all our 
noble benefactors. It seems as though our convent is destined by our good God to 
be visited constantly by great poverty and misfortune. We hoped conditions would 
gradually improve, but now heaven has again laid upon us this heavy cross. — If 
only this trial will increase within us the Divine love of God! 

Asking your priestly blessing, and recommending ourselves to your paternal 


charity, we remain, Yours in reverent gratitude, 
Sr. M. J. 
Rev. and dear Confrere, Oelsnitz i. Vogtland, Feb. 18, 1925. 


Through the kindness of St. Boniface’s Union I re- 
ceived your generous alms yesterday. How welcome it is to me in my 
great want you will understand when I tell you that, from my scant 
Diaspora income as pastor, I support an aged mother and a very sick 
brother suffering with lung trouble. 

The Holy Mass you requested was immediately said. From the alms, 
I bought myself some underwear and a mantle. From this you see what 
a good work you have performed toward a poor pastor. A fervent 
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**God reward you,”’’ is my petition, with the assurance that, in future, 
I shall gladly continue to remember my generous benefactors in prayer. 
With fraternal greetings I am, 

(Rev.) S. D. 


Highly esteemed and Rev. P. Lukas, Leipzig, May, 12, 1925. 

Our Rt. Rev. Bishop, Dr. Schreiber of Meissen, sent me 124 Mark for 
clothing, with the remark that it came from you. Allow me to thank you 
most heartily. The sad conditions in the Saxon Diaspora, have, no doubt, been 
described to you by our Rt. Rev. Bishop. Here in Leipzig alone we have, be- 
sides three churches, also three improvised churches, that is, one Kino, one 
hotel and one Protestant school. Thousands of Catholics go astray for want 
of proper instruction and care. It is but a matter of course that we priests, 
too, must bear many privations. The hardest, without doubt, are the spiritual 
difficulties of the Diaspora; but also materially, we are poorly situated. 
Therefore, your fraternal alms was a gladsome surprise and valuable aid. In 
addition to this is the great joy to know that Catholic charity knows how to 
find its destitute brother, even across the seas. This is a most precious 
consolation in all our privations. Once more, then, I thank you, Rev. Father, 
and all our benefactors, with my whole heart. 

Yours most respectfully, Rev. W. B. 


Continue the Noble Work 


Great need still prevails among the clergy and religious orders in many 
parts of Central Europe. The Bishops, especially of Osnabruck, Meissen, 
Fulda, Mainz and Breslau (perhaps the largest diocese in the world), ur- 
gently appeal for American Mass stipends for their needy priests. Many 
of them have a small income and can barely buy Mass wine and candles. 

Dear readers, grow not weary in helping the poor priests and religious 
orders by American Mass stipends. Let your heart be touched with com- 
passion at their need. Remember the inestimable advantages you your- 
self derive from these Holy Masses. Let this urge you to have Holy 
Masses offered, many Holy Masses: in honor of the Sacred Heart, of the 
Blessed Virgin, for the consolation of the Poor Souls, and for your own 
numerous intentions. Mass stipends will be promptly for warded to Bishops 
and Superiors of religious orders in Central Europe, if sent to: 


Rev. P. Lukas, O.S. B. or 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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Artistic Pictures — In Photo-tone 


Pictures will be blessed when remittance accompanies order. 


The Last Supper - - - Ig X 32 in. $0.50 
Ecce Homo - : - - o> Dee 
The Holy Face - - - - 16x31 ” .40 
Agony of Our Lord . . . et ee 

Mattes Mask Sevvowten Companion pictures 1003,” 133 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart - - 18x26” .40 
Mother Most Amiable - - - 1 eae 
Mother Most Admirable_ - . - t0:*:14°°” .20 
St. Joseph in Glory - - - 18 x 24 ” -40 
Death of St. Joseph - - - s268 * (46 
Angel Guardian - - - - 10X19 " .20 
The Holy Espousals - - - ee Ged 
His Holiness, Pope Pius Xi - - 16: 3:82. 7: 40 

Suitable for Enthronement 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, full figure . 18 x 28 in. $0.40 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust - - n38*  § .g0 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust . - se Ue Wigs “89 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Pleading t With renewal 8x12” «10 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Reigning) of Consecration 8 x 12 ” .10 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Bleeding 8x 12% in., rocts. 10x 14 ” .20 
Sacred Heart of rom . , io t ia | 
Sacred Heart of Mary{ C©O™panion pictures ,,, 45g» 35 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lover of Mankind sang 7 . ge 
S. H. of Jesus, Lover of Mankind With Consecration 9 x 14 ” +15 
S. H. of Jesus, Lover of Mankind ” ~ eS hee 





OUR ROSARIES 


Gold chain, assorted colors small beads, - - _ = $2.00 

” ” ” ” large ” « bé * 2. 5° 
Fine cut oval beads, various colors, 10 year guarantee - 3.00 
Large rectangular beads, chain between, large ebony cruss_ - 1.25 
Small steel beads, steel chain - - - <6 
Larger steel beads, steel chain - - - - 0.35 
Tiny silver-plated beads - - - - - 0.50 
White beads for First Communion~ - : - - 0.50 
Medium small oval cocoa beads, which please all _ - 0.35 
Large oval beads : - - - - = 0.40 
Black cocoa beads, suitable for all - - - - 0.50 


Special — Medium cocoa beads, a handy rosary that pleases 
young and old, an artistic scapular medal center connec- 
tion and a beautiful crucifix attached” - - - 0.60 
When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with the 
Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences, and a leaflet of explanation will be sent. 





July, 1925 


FROM PENNSYLVANIA: “The booklets are just lovely... I would 
purchase many for distribution but cannot afford that, so I pass mine around 
to friends, knowing they will read little books where they would not read a 
large one, and thus be enlightened in many things which they should know.” 


Devotion to the Precious Blood 
How we should offer it to the Heavenly Father to prevent mortal 
sins, to obtain special graces for the living and relief for the 
suffering souls. Contains meditations and prayers. 5 cents each 


Good St. Ann (Feast July 26th) 
Her power and dignity; a patroness and helper of Christian 
mothers; discovery of her relics; favors granted through her 
intercession. Litany and prayers in her honor. 5 cents each 


True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 
The love of the Divine Heart as manifested in the Mystery of 
the Incarnation, the Redemption, and by His abiding presence 
among us. From Wisconsin: “I find it exceedingly interesting 
and a great aid to devotion.” 10 cents each 


Come, Let us Adore! 
Two hours of adoration. A reader: “‘It should be in the hands 
of every one who can read, to inspire the spirit of solid, practical 
devotion — not only in the hearts that have hitherto been cold, 
but also to increase the same spirit in those hearts which have 
begun to practice devotion to the Heart of Jesus.” 10 cents each 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Home 
History and explanation of this devotion. Christ desires to be 
the King of Love in every family, there to exercise His benign 
influence, to bless its enterprises, to sanctify its joys and alleviate 
its sufferings. Complete prayers for ceremonial. 10 cents each 


Six Discourses on the Enthronement By Father Matheo — 
its founder and apostle. His experiences as related in this bro- 
chure are extremely interesting. An ardent lover of the Sacred 
Heart declares: “‘{ never knew what was the love of the Sacred 
Heart forus until I read this booklet.” 10 cents each 


All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus! 
Beautiful prayers and devotions in honor of the Sacred Heart. 
A friend: “‘I feel there are not words enough in the dictionary 
to express what an uplift, help and comfort that little book is to 
me.” Another: ‘I think it is the best book I ever read.” 5 cents each 


Message of the Sacred Heart 
An urgent appeal of the Divine Heart for the love of His crea- 
tures. A nun: “I would dearly love to help send on its errand 
of love and mercy, this truly beautiful booklet.” 3 for 10 cents 


The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 
Origin and object of these devotions; their beauty and value, 
Suitable reflections, devotions and prayers. 5 cents each 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











